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From the Conference Minister 
by Rev. Kim Wood 


“May the Peace of Christ be with you and know that you 
are loved.” 


| remember these words as we passed the peace at 
closing worship of a youth group mission trip or 
retreat when | was a teen. We had a way of winding 
the circle that required us to be on both the giving 
and receiving end of these words that were both 
ritual and covenant. “Not belt buckles and not 
shoelaces,” our pastor, and later | as a pastor, would 
remind as we came face to face with one another. 


When talking about “peace,” people often think first of quiet, as in “a place 
where | can find peace and quiet to study,” lack of chaos or activity, as well 
as no war. All of these definitions give value to the concept of peace, but 
they didn’t really relate to what we were talking about when we offered the 
peace of Christ to one another. Passing the peace of Christ was not an 
invitation to move into solitude and act like all was calm and right with the 
world. It, coupled with the assurance, “and know that you are loved,” was a 
commitment, and invitation to weaving lives together with God's love. 


In December of 2015, faculty from several disciplines at Columbian College 
at George Washington University were asked what “peace” meant to them. 
Christopher Rollston, Associate Professor of Northwest Semitic Languages 
and Literatures, said, “In Old Aramaic (the language of ancient Syria), the 
word for ‘peace’ is 'shalam.' In Old Hebrew (the language of ancient 

Israel), the word is 'shalom.' And in Old South Arabic (the language of 
ancient Arabia), the word is 'salam.' These words from the world's ancient 
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Semitic languages are often rendered into English as 'peace,' but the actual 
meaning is much deeper and broader. After all, these words signified then 
—and now—not merely the absence of war, but also the presence of good 
health, serenity, happiness, harmony and safety.” 


The ancient words invite us to understand peace as life that is whole, multi- 
dimensional, complete. At the same time, peace is not just a state of being. 
It is active, interactional, fully engaged. Said Professor of Chemistry J. 
Houston Miller, “Peace means living our lives selflessly, treating others with 
respect, sharing the extra that comes to us with others who have been 
shortchanged. It means being in the wilderness without fear but with 
respect for the world around us. It means living as small as possible in 
material things and as large as possible in good will.” In other words, peace 
requires us to do, not just to be. 


Passing the Peace of Christ in worship has regularly been seen as an 
Opportunity to greet one another and move around a bit. But during the 
past 2 % years of Covid-19, Passing the Peace has been one of the luxuries 
we have set aside or changed during worship for safety reasons. There is 
no doubt that we have missed this touchpoint in our worship experiences. 
But | wonder if, as we move into or look toward recuperating this sacred 
ritual, we might take time to revisit what it means to us. This peace we have 
been given to share has much more to it than quiet space or casual 
greetings. This is the Peace of Christ. “Peace | leave with you; my peace | give 
you. | do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled 
and do not be afraid,” Jesus said. (john 14:27) This peace that we offer one 
another, whether on a screen or from our seat, 6 feet apart or face to face, 
requires us to commit to actively create a life of wholeness for one another, 
and to know that we will be called into the wilderness, but God is with us 
and we need not be concerned or afraid. May the peace of Christ be with 
you, and know that you are loved. 


News from the Conference Office 
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Southeast Conference Joins Amicus Brief 


The Board of Directors of the Southeast Conference, United Church of 
Christ, has accepted an invitation to join an amicus curiae brief. This amicus 
curiae, which translates from Latin as “friend of the court,” speaks in 
support of the plaintiffs in the lawsuit Paul Eknes-Tucker, et. al., Plaintiff- 
Appellee & United States of America, /ntervenor-Plaintiff-Appellee, vs. the 
Governor of the State of Alabama, et.al., Defendants-Appellants. 


On April g'" Alabama's Governor Kay Ivy signed into law the Alabama 
Vulnerable Child Care and Protection Act. The law bans gender-affirming 
care for transgender and non-binary minors, denying the rights and 
responsibilities of parents to seek and follow expert medical advice for their 
children by making it a felony for both parents and medical professionals to 
provide such care with up to 10 years of imprisonment. Governor lvy also 
signed into law another act focused on activities of transgender children in 
schools and measures requiring teachers and counselors to disclose to 
parents incidents of children questioning or exploring gender identity, as 
well as suppression of topics about sexual orientation and gender identity 
in primary grades. 


Rev. Paul Eknes-Tucker, Pastor of Pilgrim Church United Church of Christ in 
Birmingham, a SECUCC congregation, is the named plaintiff in the lawsuit 
that includes several doctors and families with transgender children, who 
remain anonymous for their own safety. The courts have put in place a stay 
so that treatment for these youth can be maintained while the case is 
heard. However, an appeal has been filed against the stay, threatening to 
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leave minors of transgender experience vulnerable and harmed. 


Gender dysphoria in children and adolescents leaves them at a significantly 
higher risk for anxiety, depression, eating disorders, substance abuse, self- 
harm, and suicidal ideation. Removing the ability for parents and medical 
professionals to provide care and treatment for youth with gender 
dysphoria is cause for great concern for the health and well-being of these 
youth. As we sign onto this brief, we do so with Christ's call to stand for and 
with those who are marginalized and discriminated against in our ears and 
Jesus’ example of seeking justice and living out love before us. We invite you 
to pray as this issue is again brought before the courts; for the children, O 
God, and their families and care providers, for the legislators who use laws 
as a means of discrimination, for us as we heed your call, we pray. Amen. 


Formation of a Working Committee on Gun Violence 


The Annual Meeting of the Southeast Conference this year passed a 
resolution on Gun Violence (you can read about the resolution here). Part 
of that resolution was calling on the Board of Directors to form a Working 
Committee on Gun Violence. The Board is seeking nominations of 
individuals, lay and authorized ministers, who would like to serve on this 
working group. To nominate yourself or someone you know, please fill out 
this brief form by August 31st. 
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Clergy Zoom Connections for August 


e An Hour of Conversations and Prayer 
Tuesday, August 16, 23, 30 - 11:00 a.m. Eastern (10:00 a.m. 
Central); Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/479440102 

e Live Harp Meditations for Ministers 
Thursday, August 18 - 1:00 p.m. Eastern (12:00 noon Central) 
20 minutes of meditation with Celtic harp. Silent prayer and reflection 
following if desired, facilitated by Rev. Jean Norton. 
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/96976838422 

e Especially for Specialized Ministers 
Tuesday, August 23 - 9:30 a.m. Eastern (8:30 a.m. Central) 
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/354744689 


Community 


Prayer List 


We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2022. We encourage you to 
include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. 


Week of August 21 


First United Church of Christ; Sweetwater, Tennessee 
Tommy Hill 

Stanley Roat 

Dave Sigmund 


Week of August 28 
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Fairfield Glade Community Church; Fairfield Glade, Tennessee 
Peggy Harrell 

Reginald Holloway 

Cameron Trimble 


Churches in Transition 


First Congregational, Savannah GA; Trinity Congregational, Athens AL; Holy 
Trinity Community Church, Nashville TN; First United Church, Belvidere TN; 
Pleasant Hill Community Church, Pleasant Hill TN; Deer Lodge 
Congregational Church, Deer Lodge TN; Brookemeade Congregational, 
Nashville TN; Rush Memorial, Atlanta GA; Sandy Creek, Lafayette AL 


News from Our Local Congregations 


First Church Atlanta Places Historical Marker 


On August 1, the National Medical Association (NMA) and the Georgia 
Historical Society placed a historic marker on the southwest corner of their 
historic building. First Church is now the site of three important citations, 
one for the church itself, one for Maria Woolfolk Taylor, founding member 
of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority and member of First Church, and now the 
new NMA marker. 
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News from the Wider Church 


JUS 
PEACE 


CHURCH 


Just Peace in a Southern Context 


The Florida Conference of the UCC, in cooperation with the Southern, 
Southeast and South Central Conferences along with Justice and Local 
Church Ministries, invites you to join us for “Just Peace in a Southern 
Context” on Saturday, Aug. 27, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. This virtual event will 
offer a historical overview, theological grounding, and current examples of 
why being a Just Peace Church matters today. Guest Speakers will 

include Rev. Dr. Susan Thistlethwaite, Rev. Geoffrey Black, Sandra 
Sorensen, and others. The UCC Washington Office and members of the 
UCC Just Peace Network will share examples of how together we can bring 
hope for a more just and peaceful tomorrow. There is no cost to attend the 
event. However, registration is required. Register today! 


Trainings and Conferences 


PATHWAYS to Offer 6-Week Courses as well as UCC 
Polity Class 


The PATHWAYS Theological Education Board of Directors invites all 
questioning, curious people of faith to join us for our 6-week courses 
beginning Fall I (mid-August) and Fall II (beginning late September) (see 
website for details and registration links). The 12-week UCC Polity course 
runs three times a year beginning September 7, January 11 and May 

17. Enroll now at PATHWAYS Theological Education, Inc. 


It can be very difficult for people to pick up their lives and go to seminary 
these days, especially if they're just beginning to sense a call. PATHWAYS 
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Theological Education, Inc., offers people the opportunity to start at the 
beginning of the education journey for substantially less money and time 
investment per course than seminary courses. 


In six weeks, participants can learn basic theological principles of 
Progressive Christianity or encounter the lives of important figures in 
Christian history, from their own computers on their weekly schedule in the 
comfort of their own homes. They'll work with participants from all over the 
country and skilled facilitators with expertise and passion for the subject 
matter. 


For $325 per 6-week course, PATHWAYS is affordable, flexible, and 
convenient—and PATHWAYS courses are designed to help participants 
build confidence and competence each step of the way. The 12-week UCC 
Polity course is a bargain at $625. 


Rev. Marian R. Plant, Ed.D., President, Board of Directors 

Rev. Dr. Salome As-Salaam, Vice President, Board of Directors 
Rev. Dr. Ruth Shaver, Secretary, Board of Directors 

Rev. Ginnie Ferrell, Treasurer, Board of Directors 

PATHWAYS Theological Education, Inc. 


PATHWAYS Website Addresses: 
e Website: https://www.pathwaystheological.org/ 


e Course Calendar: https://www.pathwaystheological.org/calendar/ 
e Our Stories: https:/Awww.pathwaystheological.org/our-stories/ 
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Healthy Boundaries 301: Money, Sex, & Power 
September 16, 1:45 - 5:15 ET (Part 1) 
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AND September 17, 8:45 am - 12:15 pm ET (Part 2) 

Both sessions required 

Register by September 6, 2022 to receive workbook; no registrations accepted 
after September 10 


An advanced discussion of healthy boundaries for clergy and church 
leaders, designed for those who have completed Healthy Boundaries 101. 
This workshop builds on the basics and applies boundaries principles to 
specific situations with a particular emphasis on power dynamics, finances, 
sexual attraction, sexual harassment, and pornography. Registration for 
this workshop is through the Christian Church in Georgia. Register here and 
then return to this page to make your payment following instructions 
below. (Healthy Boundaries 201 and Healthy Boundaries 301 can be taken 
in any order, as long as the participant has completed Healthy Boundaries 
101.) 


UCC Clergywomen Leadership Event in Decatur, GA 


The UCC Clergywomen’s Leadership Event has been postponed at least 
twice during the pandemic, and we are excited to be offering the event 
this September 27-29 in Decatur, GA. “For Such a Time: To Confront, 
Connect, and Create at the Intersection of Race and Gender” is open to 
authorized clergywomen* in the United Church of Christ. Registration is 
now open for in-person and online gathering. (* This invitation is expansive 
to include all cis and trans women as well as non-binary people comfortable in 
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a space that centers on the experiences of women.) 


Plan Fall Retreat 
in Blowing Rock 


ee ee 


UCC Retired Servants Retreat 


October 10 - 12 (Mon. - Wed. with optional Sunday arrival) 
Blowing Rock Conference Center 


e Theme: The ministry and spirituality of Howard Thurmond 

e Presenter: Lerita Coleman Brown 

e Host Site: Blowing Rock Conference Center, Blowing Rock, NC 

e Date: October 10-12, 2022 (Monday-Wednesday, with optional 
Sunday arrival) 


An Event for intellectual stimulation, spiritual enlightenment and reflection; 
and renewing friendships and/or making new friends for Retired UCC 
Clergy, Missionaries, Volunteer Ministry Workers and Spouses of the 
Southeast and Southern Conferences of the United Church of Christ. 


Register now by contacting Jared Greer, Reservations Manager at Blowing 
Rock Conference Center jared@brccenter.org or by calling him at (828) 295- 
7313; 
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2022 
#.. UCC Southern Regional 


Women’s Retreat 


2022 UCC Southern Regional Women's Retreat 


October 14-16, 2022 
Camp Weed & Cerveny Conference Center - Live Oak, Florida 


Theme: God of Mystery - Spirit of Hope 


Join women from across the South at the 2022 UCC Southern Regional 
Women's Retreat Oct. 14-16 at Camp Weed & Cerveny Conference Center in 
Live Oak, Florida. The theme is "God of Mystery - Spirit of Hope" with the 
scripture Romans 12:12-13. 


Please note that there will be no refunds for cancellations after Sept. 15, 
2022. For more information and additional registration options, please visit 
https://www.uccfla.org/floridauccwomen. 


Job Opportuniites 


Church Organist at Fairfield Glade Church 


Fairfield Glade Community Church in Tennessee is seeking an 
organist/keyboard musician to play in the wonderful retirement community 
of Fairfield Glade, Tennessee. We would be blessed to find an experienced 
pianist and doubly blessed if this person could also play our beautiful 
organ. For more information, please call the Fairfield Glade Community 
Church office at 931-484-7412 or e-mail FFGcomchurch@ffgcomchurch.org. 


Conference Calendar 
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August 16 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


August 16 @ 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm CDT 
Alabama/Mississippi Regional Ministry Team Planning Meeting 


August 18 @ 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm EDT 
Live Harp Meditations for Ministers 


August 18 @ 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm EDT 
Commission on Ministry Meeting 


August 22 @ 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm EDT 
South Carolina Regional Ministry Team Planning Meeting 


August 23 @ 9:30 am - 11:00 am EDT 
Zoom Conversation for Specialized Ministers 


August 25 @ 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm CDT 
Tennessee Regional Ministry Team Planning Meeting 


View the full calendar of events online: https://www.secucc.org/events/ 


Contact Us 


Conference Minister: Rev. Kim Wood; kwood@secucc.org 


Assoc. Conf. Minister: Rev. Heather Fosburgh; hfosburgh@secucc.org 


Generosity Coordinator: Min. Carrole Moss; cmoss@secucc.org 


Director of Communications: Don Harris; dharris@secucc.org 
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